
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 15-16 

2 Samuel 15:1-6 - Absalom steals hearts 
 

Through flattery and subtle demeaning of the current administration, Absalom gains fame in the nation by intercepting 
those entering Jerusalem to seek the king’s judgment.  For the commoner, unaware of the conflict in David’s house, 
meeting the prince upon arrival to the capital city, the impression may have been that Absalom was working in an 
official capacity, or at least would have been impressed by the kindness and personal interaction of the king’s son.  
Absalom is doing this publicly, surely David hears of his actions.  Perhaps David assumes Absalom’s intentions are 
noble.In this, Absalom is able to “steal the hearts” (v. 6) of the nation.   

 
v. 5 - Absalom’s “humility” is fueled by selfish ambition. 

 
Subtle putdowns and leading questions which sow doubt about others can be an effective way to divide and demean. 
 
2 Samuel 15:7-12 - Absalom In Hebron Proclaims Himself King 
 
 v. 7 - “forty years” - NASB note: “Some ancient versions render four” 
 

v. 7 – Hebron was the first capital of David’s kingdom.  It must have maintained a symbolic and historic significance. 
 

v. 8-9 - Clear evidence here that Absalom is in rebellion not just to David, but to the LORD.  He deceitfully uses a 
supposed commitment to the LORD as his cover story to his plot. 

 
v. 12 - Ahithophel the Gilonite was an advisor to David.  His defection is equivalent to a member of the President’s 
cabinet joining with the Vice President to usurp the current President. 

 
Q - Why would Absalom’s rebellion be effective in the land?  What factors enabled him to so peacefully (initially) assume power?  
What does this say about Absalom?  What does this say about David? 
 
2 Samuel 15:13-17 - David flees Jerusalem 
 

v. 14 - David concludes that for his own safety, he should leave Jerusalem. 
 

v. 15 - Though his support in the nation was fractured, David still has loyal companions and servants. 
 
Q - Can you imagine this?  What do you think is going on in David’s heart and mind? 
 
2 Samuel 15:18-23 – mILIARY rESPONSE: Ittai the Gittite Pledges Allegiance 
 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


v. 19-20 - Ittai the Gittite was one of David’s military leaders.  Apparently he had just arrived (or was elevated to his 
post) the day before all of this broke out.  David offers him the chance to return to his home (which was actually the 
Philistine region of Gath) since this was not what he “signed up for”.Instead of taking the way out, Ittai confirms his 
devotion to the LORD and David in a powerful confession: 

 
2 Samuel 15:21 (NLT) - But Ittai said to the king, "I vow by the LORD and by your own life that I will go 
wherever my lord the king goes, no matter what happens-- whether it means life or death." 

 
2 Samuel 15:24-29 - The Priests rESPOND 
 

The priests are prepared to leave the city (and bring the holy items of the tabernacle with them), but David asks them to 
stay.  He may be open to the possibility that these events are some sort of divine punishment for his sins.  As such, he is 
not going to take the Ark with him. 

 
The priests will stay “in peace” in Jerusalem (v. 27).  Though loyal to David, they will serve the LORD at the tabernacle 
during for Absalom as well.  Fortunately, their presence in Jerusalem will allow for a messenger system which will 
assist David while on the run. 

 
2 Samuel 15:30 - David Weeps 
 

David is weeping as he ascends the mount of Olives.  From this location you are in a good position to look back over the 
Kidron Valley to Mount Zion and the city of Jerusalem. 

 
Psalm 3 
 
2 Samuel 15:31-37 - Hushai will remain in Jerusalem as a spy 
 

v. 31 - David hears of Ahithophel’s treason - ESV Study Bible: “Ahithophel was David’s trusted counselor (v. 12; cf. 
16:23), but now he was among the conspirators. This led David to pray, “O Lord, please turn the counsel of Ahithophel 
into foolishness.” His prayer was answered in the very next verse by the arrival of Hushai, who would prove invaluable 
to him.” 

 
Hushai, a servant of David will remain in Jerusalem to serve Absalom.  He will serve a number of purposes.  First, he will 
be able to counter the advice of the traitor Ahithophel (v. 34).  Second, he will report to the priests loyal to David 
(Zadok & Abiathar) things that are happening in the king’s house and they will report it to David through their sons (v. 
35-36). 

 
2 Samuel 16:1-4 - Ziba Arrives With Supplies 
 

v. 1 - Ziba was the servant of Mephibosheth, the disabled son of Saul.  He was entrusted by David in 2 Samuel 9:2-13 to 
care for Mephibosheth.   
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v. 3-4 - Ziba tells David that Mephibosheth is attempting to seize upon the moment of crisis in Israel to return the 
kingdom of Saul’s line.  (What a wild time in Israel!!) Ziba professes his loyalty to David and brings donkeys, bread, 
fruit and wine.  David expresses his gratitude to Ziba by verbally granting all of Mephibosheth’s land to Ziba.  We will 
learn in chapter 19 that Ziba was not telling the truth and David’s pronouncement was a little hasty, however, God uses 
this to provide for David. 

 
David’s circumstances are not ideal.  In fact they are tragic on many levels.  The son he welcomed home led a 4 year campaign to 
win over the hearts of David’s kingdom.  That same son is now leading an opposition government and some of David’s own advisors 
have defected.  Now the son of the former king apparently wants in on the action as David is forced out of his home and capital, 
cast away from the ark of the covenant and the people of God.  He is in the wilderness, on the run, yet again. 
 
Even though David seems to be in decline and the kingdom has been stolen, God is taking care of him.  Whether placing Hushai in 
the presence of Absalom, the loyalty of the priests, the small but faithful band of companions, and the generous supply of Ziba.  
When we are experiencing difficult season, God still takes care of us.  Do not forsake him, for even when the world around us is 
crumbling, he does not forsake us.  Our relation with God is not dependant on what is going on in the world, or our immediate 
circumstances.  Our relationship with God is based on faith. 
 
May we echo the words of Ittai the Gittite towards David in our commitment to our king, Jesus: 
 

2 Samuel 15:21 (NLT) - But Ittai said to the king, "I vow by the LORD and by your own life that I will go wherever my 
lord the king goes, no matter what happens-- whether it means life or death." 

 
To Consider: 

 What do you do when things you thought were going to work out, don’t? 
 What do you do when it looks like a promise of God may not come to pass? 
 What do you do when you are brought low? 
 What other lessons can we take away from this record? 
 How important is praise in times of trial? 
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